
PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS 
SUPPORTTING YOUR CHILDREN’S LITERACY 

AND READING DEVELOPMENT AT HOME
Experts have long established the importance of routine for children’s development. 
Routine is especially important for establishing a home reading culture as it helps children 
develop healthy habits and helps parents and caregivers manage their children’s reading 
development. 

You are therefore called upon to support your child by doing the following:

What parents/Caregivers should do?

•	 Set time aside every day for your child to read and write
•	 Make sure that your child is supervised while reading and writing
•	 Check that your child has brought a reading book from school and ensure that it is 

returned when she/he is done or as advised by the teacher
•	 Talk about what your child has read and encourage him/her to write about it
•	 If there is a reading card provided with the book, ensure that it gets signed
•	 Young children should be read to and do help them choose what they read
•	 Encourage a wide variety of age-appropriate reading activities
•	 Make your home a hub of story-telling and story-sharing
•	 Seek support from your child’s school to ensure that reading at home continues
•	 Inquire from your child’s school about quick ways of communicating with the 

teachers, like WhatsApp and other means.

Tips for using reading time effectively

•	 Do not skip this time: Those children who are read to daily are a year ahead of those 
who are read to less frequently.

•	 Choose the right time: Find a time that is suitable for everyone; when neither you 
nor the kids are too tired.

•	 Sit side by side with your child: Not only will you be able to check that the words 
are read out correctly but you can also use it as a bonding session with your children 
without distractions.

•	 Discuss what was read: This helps you ensure that the children actually understood 
what they were reading.
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